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Comments from participating schools and students 
 
 “Students learned about the career of being an artist and illustrator of 

books. They became familiar with books they probably would have not 
looked at prior to the presentation. They learned drawing techniques. 
Mr. Geister's presentation wasn't just about books and art. He also 
spoke of his life experiences explaining how he got to where he is to-
day. He shared many words of wisdom regarding persistence, determi-
nation, and following your dreams. The students who pre-ordered 
books enjoyed receiving the autographed copies provided an incredible 
learning opportunity for our students.” 

 “Students were inspired. More than one student went home and drew 
additional pictures and wrote captions/letters to David on their own initi-
ative. This art was forwarded to David Geister.” 

 “Terri did a good job of reinforcing the importance of reading and writ-
ing. I like how she gave the example of her editor being like the stu-
dents' teacher. It gave them something they could relate to. Terri also 
mentioned that she was a poor speller when she was a child and look 
at all she has accomplished even being a poor speller as a child.” 

 “Students are interested in reading the story once they have been intro-
duced to their creators. It encourages the love for reading.” 
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 Encourage the love of reading and inspire students to write and illustrate. 

 This program gives students a chance to connect with a published author/illustrator. 

 A visiting author/illustrator will share their personal adventures about how they became an author/illustrator 
and what it takes to get there. 

 They share how they generate ideas that turn into stories, what inspires them, the publishing process, some of 
the challenges, successes, trials and errors. 

 The author/illustrator will share what is needed to become a writer such as passion, drive, an imagination and 
the strength and courage to keep trying. 

 
If you have questions, please contact Andrea Anderson at andrea.anderson@swwc.org or 507-537-2257. 

Purpose 

 
 

 Complete and return registration form with residency questionnaire 
found on the website. 

 Public Libraries are encouraged to collaborate with the schools. 

 Invite the public; parents, grandparents, etc. 

 Book Sales: Schools are responsible for book orders. They can be 
purchased through Amazon, Barnes & Noble or other publishers and 
possibly through the presenter. 

 If schools are unable to coordinate student/staff book orders, please 
email parents the information giving them the option to order books 
on their own (details on website). 

Schools 

Terri Michels, Author/Photographer 
 

Author and Photographer, Terri  

Michels is an active hiker, as-

piring chef, and Nana to 10 

grandchildren, who has pub-

lished more than 60 children’s 

non-fiction titles, as well as 100 

magazine articles and several 

photos in national publications. 

Her newest title, Simon of Cy-

rene, the Legend of the East-

er Egg debuted March of 

2017, published by Pauline Books and Media, of Bos-

ton, Mass.  

Terri shares her writing experiences during school vis-

its where she encourages students to follow their 

dreams and be the best they can be. Terri’s passions 

include reading, writing, spending time with her adult 

children, playing with her grandchildren, and photo-

graphing the world around her. 

To learn more about Terri, visit her website at  

www.terrimichels.com 

David Geister, Illustrator & Pat Bauer, Author 
 
Minneapolis artist David 

Geister is a storyteller with a 

paintbrush. He has created 

artwork for several historic 

sites, publications and private 

collectors. He is the illustrator 

of more than 20 picture books, 

including Storm’s Coming, 

written by Margi Preus; Grand-

pa Alan’s Sugar Shack, writ-

ten by Alan and Kamie Page; 

and the Voyageur’s Paddle, written by Kathy jo 

Wargin. Dave is a frequent visitor to schools, where 

he shares his passion for making art, playing with toy 

soldiers and watching old monster movies. 

Pat Bauer recently retired after teaching for 38 years, 

but will never stop being an educator! Her career in-

cluded elementary and special education, but most of 

her years were spent teaching middle school stu-

dents. She is the author of B is for Battle Cry: A Civil 

War Alphabet, illustrated by her husband, Dave 

Geister. One of the great thrills of Pat’s life was being 

honored with a Lifetime Achievement Award by MCSS 

in 2017.  

To learn more about David, & Pat visit his website at 

http://www.davidgeister.com/  

 
 

 

 Half Day $400 
 (Two, one hour sessions)  
 

 Full Day $800 
 (four, one hour sessions) 

Fees 

Student Activities 
1420 East College Drive 
Marshall, MN  56258 
www.swwc.org 

School district funding may be available to support teacher and student participation in SWWC enrich-
ment programs through MINNESOTA GIFTED AND TALENTED REVENUE MN Statute § 126C.10 2(b). 

https://www.terrimichels.com/C:/Users/andrea.anderson/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates
http://www.davidgeister.com/C:/Users/andrea.anderson/Documents/Custom%20Office%20Templates

